


The Gospel Berald. 











“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPI i” 





BY THE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW-¥YORK. EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 





VOL. III. 





NO. XLVIII. 





NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 1823. 








YOUNG’S LETTERS. 
Universalism & Calvinism Contrasted. 
(Continued from page 375.) 

LETTER IV. 

TO A FRIEND. 

As the Christian world has been greatly divided 
in opinion, respecting the motives which induced 
the Deity to create the human species, and his de- 
signs and intentions, with respect to their future 
fate ; as they are questions of great importance to 
human beings, both with respect to the ideas they 
are to form of the moral character of the Deity, and 
their own moral conduct, which should be conform- 
able to his:— 

It is natural for you to inquire, whether it is not 
possible to gain a satisfactory knowledge of a sub- 
ject which so nearly concerns us, and yet appears 
so vastly intricate, that noiwithstanding the nume- 
rous volames that have been written upon the sub- 
ject, no rational conclusion, founded upon self-evi- 
dent principles, has ever been made by tire advo- 
cates for the eternal duration of hell torments; and 
yet they are ready to anathematize every person who 
cannot believe all the self-contradictory opinions, 
in which they cannot agree themselves; some as- 
serting that God wished to convert and save the 
whole human race, but could not; others, that he 
could convert and save them all, but will not; he 
having doomed great numbers of them to eternal 
perdition, by an arbitrary decree, long before they 
existed, and that he had created them for this very 
purpose. While others deny that God decreed that 
any person should inevitably be miserable to the 
endless ages of eternity; but most certainly and 
infallibly knew, that they would be so, even 
before he created them. While a few other per- 
sons believe, that God created every human being, 
with an express and positive design, to make them 
all eventually happy; and affirm that he is pos- 
sessed of a sufficient degree of wisdom and power, 
to enable him to accomplish his benevolent design. 
As you appear to be so benevolent as to wish every 
individual of the -human race might be happy, I 
will endeavour to convince you that the doctrine is 
founded on the glorious attributes of God, on the 
Scriptures, and the self-evident principles of reason 
and common sense. 

Let us proceed then to the important investiga- 
tion, and inquire: 

Q. 1. What motive induced the Deity to create 
such an immense number of human beings ? 

A. To gratify his infinite beneficence, in confer- 
ring on them blessings, both temporal and eternal, 
and the universal display of his glorious attributes 











and manifestations of providence, in their govern- 
ment. 

Q. I. Is it certain that he wished or intended, 
that all the human beings which he created might 
be happy ? 

4. He certainly did; otherwise he would not be 
as benevolent as our common pareats. And to sup- 
pose the Deity capable of forcing any number of 
human beings into existence, without wishing to 
make the condition, into which he brought them, 
equal, if not preferable to a state of non-existence, 
would be charging him with an unprovoked act of 
cruelty; for it is certain that non-entities could not 
have offended him; it is therefore evident, that he 
never intended any of them should be eventually 
miserable, when he created them; but, on the con- 
trary, it is declared, “That God will have all men 
to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.” 

Q. III. If God willed that all men should be 
saved, had he wisdom sufficient to enable him to 
form a plan, to accomplish his benevolent design ? 

-1. His wisdom is infinite, and his goodness un- 
limited, and the love of Christ unbounded, “ Who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.” 

Q. IV. Has he a sufficient degree of power to 
execute his plan? 

-2. A union of the power of all created beings, 
would still be finite; and therefore fail in an at- 
tempt to oppose or counteract the designs and ope- 
rations of the omnipotent Jehovah. If then, it has 
been proved, that the Deity is so benevolent as to 
wish all men to be saved, that he had wisdom 
enough to form a plan to effect his gracious design, 
and a sufficient degree of power to execute his plan, 
and accomplish his design, 

Q. V. What power, or combination of powers, 
terrestial and infernal, shall prevail against Jeho- 
vah, and frustrate his designs? So that if any of 
the human race are to be eternally lost, it must be 
such as God never wished to save ; which impeaches 
his infinite goodness. 

That the Deity did, and still does intend to save 
the whole human race, is abundantly evident from 
the whole tenor of the Scriptures, if they are exam- 
ined without prejudice. ‘Therefore, as by the of- 
fence of one, judgment came upon all men to com 
demnation, even so, by the righteousness of one, 
the free gift came upon all men unto justifica- 
tion of life.’ If God justifieth all men by the mer- 
its and righteousness of Christ, who shall presume 
to condem them? “For the love of Christ con- 
straineth us, because we thus judge, that if one died 
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for all, then were all dead. And that he died 
for all, that they which live, should not henceforth 
live unto themselves; but unto him who died for 
them, and rose again.” 

“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sin of the world.” “If any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. And he is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the 

« But we see Jesus who 
than for the 
suffering of death crowned with glory and honour, 


sins of the whole world.” 
was madea little lowe: the angels, 
that he, by the grace of God, should taste death for 

“For it pleased the Father, that in 
all fulness dwell. 


peace through the blood of the cross, by him to re- 


every man.” 
him should And having made 
concile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whe- 
ther they be things on earth, or things in heaven.” 
“If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the gos- 
pel, which ye have heard, and which was preached 
to every creature which is under heaven; whereof, 
I Paul, am made a minister.” This last text strongly 
corroborates what St. Peter affirms, that the gos- 
pel was preached to the dead, or spirits in prison, 
From what has been observed, it is apparent from 


scripture, and also supported by reason, that God 
willed that all men should be saved; that Christ 
save himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time, although it be esteemed criminal by many to 


mention it, least it should induce people to sin! 
That by the offence of one, judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation, even so, by the righteous- 
ness of one, the free gift came upon all men, unto 
justification of life; that Christ is the propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole world; that he tasted 
death for every man; that it pleased God that in 
Christ should all fulness dwell; thereby to enable 
him to reconcile all things unto himself, both in 
earth and heaven. 
Christ in vain; for we find him, both before and 
after his crucifixion, exerting these powers in the 
most diligent and indefatigable manner, for the re- 
storation and salvation of ail mankind ; first preach- 
ing the gospel to the living, until the time of his 
crucifixion; and immediately afterwards, to those 
who died above two thousand years before he ap- 
peared in the flesh; for St. Paul informs the Co- 
lossians, that the gospel had been preached to every 
creature under heaven, which would have appeared 
very improbable, if St. Peter had not explained the 
matter, by informing us, when, by whom, and to 
whom, the gospel was preached; to wit, by Christ 
after his crucifixion, to the dead, the inhabitants of 
the old world, who had formerly been disobedient 
in the days of Noah; that they might have the same 
advantages, and be judged according to the same 
rule or law, by which they were to be judged, who 
had heard the gospel in the flesh, and might there- 
after live according to the will of God in the Spirit. 
These poor miserable beings had remained captives 
and close prisoners in the pit, wherein is no water, 
near two thousand four hundred years, when the 


Nor was this power given to 
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Saviour of mankind entered the dreary mansions o{ 
misery and wo, and preached to them the gospel, 
or tidings of great joy. He probably told them that 
he was the High Priest of the new covenant, why 
had lately made an ample atonement for the sin. 
of the whole world; that he was in possession of 
the keys of hell and of death; that he came to 
break the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iroy 
asunder, to open the prison doors, ard proclaim 
for thus saith the Lord, 
even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, 
and the prey of the terrible shali be delivered. Ty 
what a glorious light does the Saviour of al! man 
kind appear, when his conduct and character js 
In the 
hour of hts crucifixion, when labouring under thy 
pressure of the most agonizing torments, he prayed 
for his murderers, saying, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. Actuated by the samy 


liberty to the captives; 


properly delineated and well understood. 


benevolent disposition, he had no sooner finished 
the gloriows work of redemption, than he flew, a 
unembodied spirit, to proclaim liberty to the cap 
tives, and release a world from misery and woe 
who had remained prisoners in the regions of dark 
ness, for near two thousand four hundred years 
Whoever deems this a slight punishment, and a! 
firms that the doctrine of the universal restoration, 
affords great encouragement to continue in sin, 
when they can escape so easily—would probabl 
alter their mind, before they had lain half that tin 

in the pit, wherein is no water, and deem a neve: 
ending punishment rather too severe, and contin 

ed sometiting too long. 

Were the zealous John Lucius Calvinus hin 
self to lay 200 years in a fire, but half as hot as th 
in which he caused poor Servetus to be burned 
and then be told, that vindietive justice could not 
be satisfied with any term short of eternal neve: 
ending punishment, for such measure as be dealt 
out to others, such he should receive himself—he 
would most probably conclude, that David was mis 
taken, when he penned Psalm cxlv ; where he says, 
“The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.” And again, “ Let Isvae: 
hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy 
and with him is plenteous redemption. And ly 
shall redeem Israel trom all his iniquities. 

“@O give thanks unto the Lord, for be is good 
for his mercy endureth for ever.” Calvin would 
probably comment upon these passages of scripture 
and say, How can it be affirmed, that God is good t 
all, and that his tender mercies are over all his 
works? Am I not an individual, brought ont of « 
state of non-existence, by the agency of the Deity : 
Am I not the workmanship of his hands, who ha 
declared that he has made all things for himself 
Am I now to consider my living a few years on the 
earth as a blessing, where I sinned and suffered 
many hardships? But is sinning and suffering a fe» 
years on earth, sucha mighty privilege, as to be « 
ample compensation for the endurance of neve! 
ending misery? Are these conditions so much pr: 
ferable to a state of non-existence, that I am boune 
to acknowledge it as a blessing, and return sincert 
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hanks to the Deity for his goodness to me, in 
forcing me into existence, knowing infallibly that I 
would be a sinner, which he made use of no effect- 
ual means to prevent, although it was in his power ; 
but rather chose to leave me tnassisted, to the ma- 
chinations of the devil a few years; and then send 
me to hell, to be tormented to the endless ages of 
eternity ! 

If this be the case, that the reign of mercy is to 
last 80 or 100 years, and the raging reign of vindic- 
tive justice to last throughout the endless ages of 
eternity, how can it be said with truth, that “ the 
mercies of the over all his 

Should it not rather be reversed, and say, 


render Lord are 
works ?” 
The mercies of the Lord are exercised towards the 
hildren of men a few days, months, or years; and 
the reign of vindictive justice to continue through- 
nut the endless ages of eternity? If this be true, 
then revenge must be the darling attribute of the 
Deity, and preside over all his other works. Ex- 
pressly contrary to what he has declared, by the 
mouth of his prophet, Isaiah vii. 16. “ For 1 will 
not contend for ever, neither will L be always wroth, 
tur the spirit should fail before me, and the souls 
which I have made.” “ O thou that hearest prayer, 
unto thee shall all flesh come.” “The Lord is mer- 
ciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in 


” 


mercy. He will not always chide, neither will he 
keep anger for ever.” “ He will swallow up death 
in victory, and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from all faces.” “ Fury is not in me.” “ For the 
Lord will not cast off for ever. But though he 
cause grief, yet will he have compassion, according 
to the multitude of his mercies. For he doth not 
afilict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” 
“Oh Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in 
me is thine help.” “IT will ransom them from the 
power of the grave ; I will redeem them from death ; 
© death, I will be thy plagues, O grave, I will be 
“Who is a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the 
He 
retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delight- 
eth in merey. He will turn again, he will have 
compassion upon us: he will subdue our iniquities, 
and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
the sea.” “As for thee also, by the blood of thy 
covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the 
pit wherein is no water:” i.e. that pit where Dives 
could not find as much as to cool the tip of his 
tongue. In hope that the above quotations and 
arguments may give you entire satisfaction, respect- 
ing the benevolence of the Deity towards the whole 
human race, and his ability to reinstate them all in 
permanent happiness, to his own glory, and the 
consolation of every good being, I beg leave to 
assure you, that 
I remain with the most sincere esteem, 
Your Friend, &c. 
(To be continued.) 
, — 
“ Therefore I say unto you, What things soevei 
ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive, and 
ye shall have.” ScRIPTuRE. 


thy destruction,” Xe, 


transgressions of the remnant of his heritage ? 





REMARKS 
On the Two Great Doctrines contained in 
HUNTINGTON'S POSTHUMOUS WORK. 

Mr. Huntington, in his introduction, sues for 
much candour, and wishes the reader to peruse the 
In page 30, Mr. H. 
declares, “ Now, if any one will say, that the threat- 
ening did take place on the day of rebellion, in full,” 
&ce. “ or ever will take place, on mere mankind per- 
sonally,” &e. “ their minds are, at present, not in a 
(See No. 47, page 
370, 2d col.) This is a sweeping stroke, with a 
Let us examine this logic. What was the 
Ans. “In the day thou eatest there- 


whole before he decides, &c. 


condition to be reasoned with.” 


withess. 
threatening ? 
of, thou shalt surely die.” Paul, what sayest tou ? 
Ans. 
all have sinned.” 


condition to be reasoned with,” 


* Death hath passed upon all men, ior that 
Surely, Paul, thou art “ not ina 
or the Rev. Mr. H. 
was most egregiously mistaken. The reader, seeing 
that Mr. H. was capable of blundering at the onset, 
will be disposed, we trust, to examine a little farther. 

It is the prime characteristic of Calvinism to por- 
tray the Deity in colours which represent him to be 
both inconsistent and unjust. Mr. H. could not 
improve this abominable doctrine to the exclusion 
of these objections. But, strange to add, absolute- 
ly contends for the inconsistency and injustice of 
the Deity! There is a spice of sophistry mixed 
with a great deal of absurdity in Mr. H.’s reasoning. 
A superficial reader, who would give credit for sin- 
cerity, and pass it to the account of correctness in 
judgment, and purity of sentiment, can swim light- 
ly over the surface without discovering the rocks 
and quicksands which lie beneath. 

Mr. H.’s “ two great doctrines” teach us to be- 
lieve, “ first, What it is just and right for God to do 
“Second, What God will in fact 
The reader will please to bear in mind, 


with us,” &c. 
do,” &c. 
that there is only truth and error,—justice and in- 
justice,—-right and wrong! ‘These positions are too 
What follows? Ans. If 
God does any thing with man, and will not do that 
which is gust and right, he must do that which is 


evident to require proof, 


unjust and wrong! No man living can avoid this 


conclusion. It is as irresistible as the thunderbolt 
from heaven! It is the voice of reason, which came 
from Heaven, and guides man safely by its deci- 
sions. What say the Scriptures? Will they har- 
monize with this? Take the following testimony— 
“ Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto 
her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her ini- 
quity is pardoned, for [How? How? Why, God 
did not deal with her as she deserved,—He did not 
do that which was “ just and right,” but he did “in 
fact do,’—What? Ans. He dealt with Jerusalem 
so that] she received of the Lord’s hand double for 
all her sins!” Isa. xl. 2. Now, Mr. H. says, 
*“ There can be nothing plainer than that the threat- 
ening never did fully take place, on mere man in 
his own person, and never will ; and that God never 
designed it as the voice of certain fact, on mere 
man; but as the voice of pure justice alone.” Sure- 
ly, Isaiah, thou art as deep in the mud, as thy friend 


Paul was in the mire! And besides all this, “ pure 
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justice” and “ certain fact” are as near neighbours 
as the antipodes! Mr. H. has much to say about 
what dam expected. Now Mr. H. never saw Adam, 
nor learned from him any thing relative to his ex- 
pectations, &c. This much, therefore, may as well 
be let alone. 

Mr. H. says, “To resume the capital argument 
already alluded to, we begin with the first threat- 
ening ever denounced against man, on condi- 
tion of his rebellion, Gen. ii. ‘In the day that 
thon eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.’ I 
the more eonstruction of this 
commination, by Protestant divines, is right, viz. 
that total death, temporal and spiritual, was to 
take place on all human nature, on that very day ; 
and eternal death then begin, and be confirmed 
and made sure to all human nature, without the 
least intimation of remedy or relief, to endless dura- 
tion. I fally believe this construction is just, and 
abundantly supported in the Holy Scriptures.” &e. 

Here is Calvinism as mad as ever. If this is im- 
proved, we should like to know how, and where. 
Here is injustice, inconsistency, and we add, false- 
Can any man living conceive of “ elernal 
death,” that it did “then begin, and be confirmed 
and made sure to all human nature, without the 
least intimation of remedy or relief, to endless dura- 
tion!” And this declaration made, when we are 
assured that a promise of the destruction of the ser- 
pent, or evil, was given at the very time!!! A bed- 
lamite could not run more at random. And where 
do we learn all this? This “ capital argument!” 
Why, this is Calvinism improved! That is, real 
Calvinism. The Scriptures nowhere speak of an 
eternal death. Of man becoming mortal. Mr. H. 
will have it, “that all who regard the word of God 
will acquiesce,” &c. What, we ask, has the word 
of God to do with this abominable stuff? We 
should like to have some one who advocates these 
wicked and absurd premises, name the chapter and 
verse which containsthem! We read, “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Matt. iv. 4. 
They who regard this word, or these words of God, 
will not, we hope, accede to such preposterous sen- 
timents. With this testimony staring us in the face, 
shall we admit for a moment, that the words of 
eternal death came from the mouth of God? Shall 
this hypothesis be admitted on the authority of John 
Calvin and his compeers, to the exclusion of the 
plain testimony of the Scriptures ? 

Mr. H. acknowledges that his two points are so 
different as to be “directly opposite.” He calls this 
the “wonderful mystery of the gospel!” Paul, 
however, gave a very different account of the mat- 
ter. According to him, the mystery (secret before 
it was made known,) is, that it is “ God’s good 
pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself, to 
gather together all in Christ,” &c. Now, please to 
recollect, that the hypothesis which teaches that man 
was exposed and made liable to eternal or endless 
death, which was “ confirmed and made sure to all 
human nature, without the least intimation of rem- 
edy or relief, to endless duration,” was never “ con- 


believe common 


hood. 





firmed nor made sure,” by God, unless God con- 
firmed and made sure that which he from eternity 
determined should never happen! A greater in. 
consistency and absurdity than this, cannot be con. 
How could san be exposed to an endless 
death, when it was God’s good pleasure and purpose 
that he should possess endless life ? Reader, this 
trumpery (it deserves no better name,) is called 
“ Calvinism improved !” 

Mr. H., to strengthen his hypothesis, introduces the 
following —* Take a few instances of this direct oppo- 
sition of sentiment, if literally understood, in an iny- 
mediate and direct import, without any regard to a 
Mediator, an atonement, or a federal constitution. 
‘In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely dir.’ 
‘And all the days that Adam lived were nine hun- 
dred and thirty years.’ * Every man shall die for 
‘Christ died for our sins, according 
‘God will by no means clear 


ceived. 


his own sins.’ 
to the Scriptures.’ 
the guilty.” ‘I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
your sins, for mine own sake.’ ‘The reader that is 
well acquainted with the book of divine revelation, 
will think of thousands of plain assertions, as muc!) 
to the purpose as these; and every fair reasone: 
will own that words and ideas cannot be set in more 
full opposition, if taken in one and the same, plain, 
immediate, literal sense. Yet we find not the least 
difficulty in reconciling all these with each other, 
and with the truth, when we bring them into one 
proper analogy: we easily see one harmonious, 
perfectly consistent scheme, running through th: 
whole.’ ” 

The testimony declares, “ To be carnally minded 
is death.” Again. Paul says, “Sin revived, and 
I died.” Adam lived as many days as is represent 
ed, and, in the language of the Scriptures, was dead 
when he lived! He was carnally minded. If he 
had been immortal he could not have died. This 
can be reconciled without the aid of “ Calvinism 
improved.” It is a fact, and a certain fact too, that 
“ every man shall die for his own sins.” It is after 
man dies, that he is made alive, and is the recipient 
of the salvation of God. How did Christ die for 
our sins ? Was it to prevent man from dying? No! 
For man must die before he can be made alive. Let 
the inspired Paul speak—Rom. xiv. 7—9. “ For 
none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself. For whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord ; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: 
whether we live therefore or die, we are the Lord's. 
For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and re- 
vived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and 
living.” Do the words, “Christ both died,” &c. 
“that he might be Lord both of the dead and the 
living,” mean, that Christ died in man’s stead, and 
that man will not die when he sins? We think not. 
“Calvinism improved,” then, is not necessary to 
reconcile these passages. ‘The next sentence mark- 
ed as a quotation, we shall not attempt to reconcile, 
for the Scriptures contain no such declaration. 
This is an improvement we do not approve of. 
“ God will by no means clear the guilty.” How do 
you know this? Ex. xxxiv. 6,7. “ And the Lord 
passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lorp. 
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the Lornp Gop, merciful and gracious, longsufter- 
ing, and abundant in goodness and truth ; keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans- 
gression and sin, and that will by no means clear 
the guilty.” The words, the guilty, are a supply by 
the translators. 

If Mr. H. read his Bible with such constructions, 
no wonder he was in danger of deism. Pray, who 
are the guilty? What say you to the man who com- 
mits “iniquity, transgression, and sin?” Is he 
guilty? We think he is. Well, the declaration is 
positive and unequivocal, that God keeps mercy for, 
and pardons those who commit iniquity, transgres- 
sion and sin! ‘This is as plain as English can make 
it; unless you take refuge in sophistry, and say, 
that God will pardon the sin, and punish the sinner ; 
then, of consequence, the sinner has no part nor lot 
in the matter! The Jews, unquestionably, are the 
best Hebraists in the world ; and when their preju- 
dices relative to the Messiah are not excited, there 
is no reason which can be given why we should not 
consider them entitled to as much confidence as any 
other class of men whatever. They render Ex. 
Xxxiv. 6, 7, as follows—* And the Lord passed by 
before him, and proclaimed, The Lorn, The Lorp 
Gop, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in beneficence and truth ; keeping mercy 
unto thousands, forgiving imiquity, transgression 
and sin, and cleansing.” 

It appears that Mr. Huntington’s two points are 
rather blunt, and can be dispensed with ; also, that 
There is 
nothing more plainly taught in the Scriptures, than 
the penalty of the law of God. Not a word is said 
of endless death; neither is man threatened with 
any punishment in another mode of being. Mr. H. 
supposed very etroneously, that justice and mercy 
were as different in their natures as the greatest 
extremes in creation. If Mr. H. had substituted 
the word cruelty for justice, he would have been 
more consistent! We consider the justice ofGod 
to be the grand pledge of man’s salvation. Mr. H.’s 
terms, used by civilians, “ De jure, and de facto,” 
(by right, and by force, or, by power,) are very clum- 
sily dragged in, we think, and make a very awk- 
ward appearance. The question is asked, in the 
Scriptures, “ Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” Mr. H. decides, that God will not do, 
what ought in justice to be done. According to 
this hypothesis, the law of God stands in about the 
same relation as a “man of straw,” hung up to 
frighten pigeons ! 

Away with such trifling. How derogatory to the 
wisdom of God, to suppose Hts created intelligences 
in such a state of hostility to their Maker, and his 
laws for their government, so hostile to them, as to 
require a falsification of his word, and the intro- 
duction of a new system, to authorize him to exer- 
cise mercy! How absurd, to represent God’s law 
and gospel as opposed! God preached the gospel 
to Abraham 430 years before the law was promul- 
gated through Moses. Did the Deity give a law 
opposed to the gospel, or news to man, of his im- 
mutable and beneficent purposes? No! His law is 


the use of them.is piolifie in absurdity. 





not a scarecrow! Every jot and tittle shall be ful- 
filled; and man, when this Jaw shall be written in 
his mind, and in his heart, will render perfect obe- 
dience by loving his God with all his heart, and his 
neighbour as himself. The penalty of this law will 
be inflicted. God is just, and his justice is the 
chastisement of a Father, and not the cruelly of a 
tyrant. Read the following testimony, and then 
decide upon the merits of “ Calvinism Improved.” 
Psa. xix. 7-9.“ The Law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord ts 
sure, making wise the simple: the statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the command- 
ment of the Lord ts pure, enlightening the eyes: 
the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: 
the judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous 
altogether.” 

For ourselves, we cannot conceive of justice, or 
the “ voice of justice,” as distinct fiom “the voice 
of fact.” Therefore, we ask, Has not death passed 
upon man, because man has sinned ? Is not this the 
“voice of justice?” Is not this “the voice of fact?” 
It is. We have no hesitation in affirming, that 
“Calvinisin improved,” is improved by sophistry 
inthe manner; and, however merciful to man, 
and honourable to God, the conclusion of Mr. H.'s 
book may be, in “the voice of fact,” that all men 
will be saved, the means by which man’s salvation 
is there supposed to be effected, is derogatory to 
God’s character as a wise and just Being? For Mr. 
H. must have admitted, on his own premises, that 
“the voice of fact,” is, that all men shall be saved ! 
Who, with these premises, and this conclusion, 
would dare to say, that “the voice of fact” is con- 
trary to “the voice of justice 2” 

That “ Calvinism improved” .may contain many 
“ good things,” we shall not deny. But, we do say, 


that every consistent and Scriptural conclusion 
which Mr. H. has advanced in his book, is at open 
war with his premises, which represent God as 
false in his declaration, and indebted to a subter 
fuge for the justification of his measures! 

Note. We think it probable that “ Calvinism im- 
proved,” is partially the production of real Calvin- 


ists! Nathan Strong, D. D. Nathan Perkins, D. D 
of Hartford, and Rev. Cyprian Strong, dictated in 
the publishing of this work. They were blue Cal- 
* A duplicate copy was left in the hands of 
a confidant, who declared, that the manuscript va- 
ried materially from the printed volume!” 

[See cos. Wer. Vol. IL. page 32.) 

—p-- 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Dear S1x,—The readiness you evince, (through 


vinists. 


the medium of your useful Paper,) of endeavouring 
to satisfy all inquiring minds after the truth as it is 
in Christ Jesus, emboldens me to solicit your opin- 
ion on the free moral agency of man, and also of 
rewards and punishments ; as according to my pre- 
sent crude opinion, if man is not a free moral agent, 
he is not a subject of moral government ; and con- 
sequently, he is not accountable for what he does. 
I firmly believe that God is just, and hence a ques- 
tion naturally arises, Can he, consistently with just- 
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ice, punish a man for a moment, any more than for 
an eternity; seeing that the man, so punished, is 
impelled (by some kind of secret mfluence,) to com- 
mit the deed for which he is thus punished, the 
which he can no more revert than he can the immu- 
table decrees of God? In proving the fallacy of 
free moral agency, you will also have to prove the 
justice of God in punishing sinners at all, seeing the 
sinner is impelled to commit just such sins as he 
lam, Dear Sir, 
Yours, respecttully, 
THOMAS GAMBLING. 
New- York, 25th March, 1823. 
REMARKS. 

In our opinion much, if not most of the miscon- 
struction abroad in the world, relative to subjects of 
a theological nature, arises from the adoption of 
terms and phrases to suit the sectarian hypotheses 
of the day, in contradistinction to the unequivocal 
declarations and phrases of the Scriptures. Is it 
not passing strange, that the primitive Christians, 
and the inspired writers of the Old Testament, dis- 
cussed all questions, and wrote all their productions, 
without the assistance of the terms “free agency, 
free agent, moral agent, and free moral agency ;” 
if those terms and phrases are so indispensable as 
the use made of them at present would seem to in- 
To what shall we ascribe this strange 


does commit. 


dicate ? 


habit and practice? Surely, not to a desire to imitate 
the inspired writers, nor to a wish to copy after the 
Scriptures, and take them for the man of our coun- 


sel! Now itis a fact, that the terms abovemen- 
tioned nowhere occur in the Scriptures of the Old 
ind New Testaments. We consider the exhorta- 
tion of Paul to be at this time very necessary. Col. 
ii. 8, “ Beware lest any man spoil you through phi- 
losopby and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ.” Nothing can be clearer than that these 
pcpular phrases are after the “ traditions of men,” 
and “ after the rudiments of the world,” and not 
after Christ ;”’ for the Scriptures are altogether si- 
lent on these subjects. We, therefore, consider the 
terms which a false philosophy and deceit of men 
have introduced, to be contrary to the simplicity 
that is in Christ. 
We declare, that we know man only as the Sciip- 
tures represent him. And so far from considering 
man, in the aggregate, in this mode of being, “ as 
« free agents,” or “free moral agents,” when man 
is a slave to sin, we regard him as having no freedom 
at all, unless the “ truth has made him free.” No 
man is free to sin; because he is forbidden to sin. 
Every man is or shall be free to do his duty, in con- 
formity to the law of God; but this freedom does 
not exist so long as the man is blind, and sits in 
darkness, and in prison. ‘The offices of Christ are, 
“to open the blind eyes ; to bring out the prisoners 
from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of 
the prison-house.” Isa. xlii. 7. To call men free 
agents when they are in this condition, is a prosti- 
tution of terms. And to call men free agents under 
any circumstances, according to the full and literal 
import of the words, is a most palpable contradietion. 





The Scripture nowhere represents man as an ageny 
acting for another, but as a blind prisoner sitting ;, 
darkness! Christ will open the blind eyes, Wy 
and help poor weak man; whom error has dignific) 
with powersto help himself ! 

Of “rewards and punishments,” We believe o: 
the Scriptures teach, that “the righteous shal} ). 
recompensed tn the earth, much more the wicked 
and the sinner.” Farther, that all chastise 
from the hand of God, is the wholesome discip|iy, 
of the best of Fathers ; and has for its ultimate , 
ject, the good of the chastised. Our correspondes: 
will learn our (and we are persuaded it is the Serj, 
ture) view, of reward and punishment from the i; 
lowing similitude.—T. G. isa father, and has chi). 
dren of various ages and capacities; but none o; 
They all need his assistance, coup. 
He punishes, or rather chastises 


them perfect. 
sel and direction. 
them all, and rewards them according to his judy. 
ment, whenever their well-being will be advanced 
by this mode of conduct. Every thing he does has 
their profit and happimess in view, as the first and 
great concern. “ Now a question arises,” how T 
G. “ consistently with justice, can punish one of his 
children for a moment, seeing the child, so punis). 
ed, is impelled by some kind of secret influence, ; 
commit the deed for which he is punished,” or unless 
“his child is a free moral agent?” If you please, How 
will you define the agency, or capacity, of your child 
of two or three years old, whom you chasten in lov, 
that it may not go astray ? Do you punish the chili 
from a motive of malice and revenge, to mak 
suffer, because it knew better than to do wrong’ 
Or do you not chastise it to correct the ignorance 
of your child, who, like the prophet, might sa, 
“ Before I was afflicted I went astray 7” Examine 
yourself. Remember, that God, the Alinighty 
Father of all men, is as much better than you we, 
as he is greater. That his love as far exceeds you 
love, for your children, as his wisdoin is greater thi 
you@s. If you can conceive of honourable, goo! 
and sufficient cause, for you to chastise your chil- 
dren, be assured, that our Heavenly Father, whos 
ways are as high above your ways as the heavens 
are above the earth, will not be at a loss to justi) 
his ways to man, and prove, that the only motive he 
has in chastising the children of men, is, that “they 
may be partakers of his holiness.” 

Note.—Some ciy morality to the heavens; and 
others cousider it as the common property of the 
wicked and unregenerate. We do not hesitate to 
give our opinion, and define the word to mean tle 
religion of nature. That is, the height of the attato- 
ment of those who are unacquainted with the re'- 
elation contained in the Scriptures, and who con- 
duct according to the light they receive from view- 
ing the works of the Creator. Lexicographers * 
sume this distinction, when they define immoral, © 
inean wanting regard to the laws of natural reli- 
gion ; contrary to honesty, dishonest.” The Senp- 
tures furnish better theological terms. Therefore, 
we conclude with the remark, that, in our opinion, 
morality, considered in the abstract, never raised 4 
soul to heaven, nor immorality consigned a soul © 
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sell. The statuary may be damned, by his neigh- 
pours, for his vices, and his virtues be forgotten. 
While the unconscious figure which his chisel mark- 
ed out, may claim, from the purity of its negative 
holiness, the highest seat in heaven! How wae is 
the declaration, “ Man looketh at the outward ap- 
pearance; but God searcheth the heart !” 


—p-— 


From the ( Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

Of all the instruments of error and delusion, 
which are employed at this day for the purpose of 
enlarging the borders, and strengthening’ the gates 

f mystical Babylon, none appears to me to be 
more formidable than the general distribution of 
Tracts, and little books for children. How easy it 
is to fix error in the mind of a child in this way! 
You give the child the pretty little book, and this 
ict of attention and generosity, together with your 
devout and gracious appearance, inspires grateful 
emotions in the child’s breast, accompanied with 
resolutions to attend to the instructions therein con- 
tained, which you enjoin upon it to do, at the time 
the favour is conferred. You tell the child you have 
creat concern for its soul, and have fears that, 
through neglect, it may go to hell and be for ever 
iniserable ; but if it will be a good child, and learn 
vour tract by heart, and go to meeting, and mind 
what the minister says, it will be likely to “ get an 
uterest in Christ,” and thus go to heaven, with you 
ud the minister! My word for it, there is now so 
rood a degree of pride and ambition excited, that 
on have little to fear but the artifice will succeed, 
and the child will, eventually, become “ hopefully 
onverted ;” not to the Christian religion, but to the 
jargon of school-divinity. Surely, whatever is put 
into the hands of children to learn, on the subject 
of religion, ought, at least, to be reasonable, and 
consistent with what is taught in the gospel. Ex- 
pressions and sentences, which convey ideas for 
which there is no Scriptural authority, and espe- 
ially those which are opposed to the genius of 
Christianity, ought to be reprobated. 

A few days ago two of my children were furnish- 
ed with each a precious little book. One of them 
nly Ihave, as yet, examined. It is entitled, “A 
token for children, designed for Sunday Schools.” 
Published at “ New-Haven, by J. Babcock and Son, 
ind S. Babcock and Co. Charleston, (S. C.)” The 
first part of the book contains an account of the re- 
‘igious experience of “ Miss Sarah Hawley.” She 
vecame, it is said, at the age of “ between eight and 
line years, mightily awakened.” After passing 
‘brough various trials, and experiencing diversities 
ot feeling, (which, by the way, is so wonderful a 
‘hing, in a child, that it surely ought to be publish- 
J, and handed down from generation to generation, 
‘s this purports to have been for 153 years,) she was, 
t length, brought to endure a second course of sick- 
ness. “When she was first taken she said, ‘O 
mother, pray for me, for Satan is so busy that I 
cannot pray for myself: I see that I am undone 
without Christ, and a pardon! O, I am undone to 
al eternity! (Query. Did she take this notion of 





eternal ruin from the declaration of her Saviour, 
‘Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven ?’) Her mo- 
ther, knowing how serious she had been formerly, 
did a little wonder that she should be in such ago- 
nies; and asked her what sin it was that was so 
burthensome to her spirit. ‘O mother,’ said she, 
‘it is not any particular sin that sticks so close to 
my conscience, as the sin of my nature; without 
the blood of Christ that will damn me.’” 

By the word “damn,” this orthodox child means, 
to be “undone to all eternity ;” for she first ex- 
claims, “ Without Christ and a pardon, O I am un- 
done to alleternity !” The reason assigned for this 
eternal ruin is, “The sin of my nature.” She felt 
no guilt for “ any particular sin ;” that is, for any 
act of transgression which she had committed. On 
this score, being a child, she felt innocent. Nay, 
the awful weight of guilt, under which she felt un- 
done for eternity, without Christ, arose from simply 
the possession of the nature which God was pleased 
to bestow upon her in her creation! What an im- 
pious idea this!’ Did God create that child in a 
nature which it is so criminal to possess, that, for 
this cause, the poor thing deserved to be eternally 
damned? This she is made to say, and her notions 
are so well approved that they have been preserved 
153 years, for the instruction of the present and fu- 
ture generations, and her case is now set forth as an 
example, to teach children how “ to get an interest 
in Christ.” She says, “ And will not you strive to 
get an interest in Christ?” If you will, you must 
follow my example. In what respects? Why you 
must make yourself believe that you are about to be 
eternally undone ; not for any wickedness of your 
own, but for the horrible sin of having such a na- 
ture, such an abominable nature. as God has given 
you! The best comment that can be made on this 
nonsense, and impiety, is the 18th chapter of Eze- 
kiel, and the 10th and i4th of Mark. In the mean 
time we may consider these little books, not as his- 
tories of real facts, but as so many compendiums of 
school divinity, intended to initiate our little ones 
into its mysteries, at an age when impressions may 
be made on their minds which will be likely to 
abide during the remainder of their lives, or which 
it shall cost them and their parents much labour to 
eradicate. With no small degree of consternation 
I observe the little book before me is prefaced with 
this notice—“ John Babcock and Son, New-Haven, 
and S. Babcock and Co., Charleston, (S. C.) have 
constantly on hand, and for sale, a large assortment 
of Books for children, and for schools.” I fear, of 
this large assortment, there is much more preposte- 
rous and profane stuff for little children. 

Wherefore, my dear little children, be persuaded 
to believe that “ you are the temple of the living 
God,” 2 Cor. vi. 16. And that “He that raised 
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you,” 
Rom. viii. 11. This is your interest in Christ, 
which you have not to seek after, but to believe that 
you possess; and, so believing, to consider your 
bodies the temple of God, and be careful not to de- 
file them with actual sin 
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(By Request of T. P.) 
HYMN 

Thou God of mercy, loving, kind, 

To save the fallen race inclin’d, 

Mercy and love are thy delight, 

And ali thy ways are just and right. 


Can Christ our God a Moloch be, 
Pleas'd with his creatures’ misery ? 
Dooming nine-tenths of men that fell, 


To burning flames and endless hell ? 


A God in wrath and vengeance dress‘d, 
In rage which cannot be express’d, 
Decrecing unbern souls to death, 

Long ere the¥ sinn'd or drew their breath! 


No, Lord, thy name and nature's love, 
To all mankind thy bowels move ; 
Thy saving grace for all is free, 
And nove are doom’d to misery 
aenatioe 
HYMN. 
‘Tis finish'd—So the Saviour cried, 
And meekly bow'd his head and died 
’Tis finish'd—Yes, the race is ran, 
The battle fought, the vict’ry won. 
Tis finish’d—All that Heaven decreed, 
And all the ancient prophets said, 
Is now fulfill'd as was design’d, 
In me the Saviour of mankind. 


Tis finish'd—Aaron now no more 
Must stain his robes with purple gore ; 
‘The sacred vail is rent in twain, 

And Jewish rites no more remain, 


Tis finish'd—This, my dying groan, 
Shall sins of every kind atone ; 
Millions shal! be redeem’d from death 
By this my last expiring breath. 

Tis finish’ d—Heav'n* is reconcil’d, 
And all the powers of darkness spoil d ; 
Peace, love, and happiness again, 
Return and dwell with sinful men 


Tis finish d—Let the joyful sound 
Be heard through all the nations round 
Vis finish'd—let the echo fly 
Through heavy'n, and hell, through earth and sky 


* We prestune by Heaven is meant Deity. We read, that 
‘* God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself;” 
not himself to the world! The poet had no license for this 
Substituting man for heaven, would 


Ed 


mode of expression. 
throw light and truth upon the subject 
—>—- 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

Whereas the “ Christian Herald,” printed in New-York, 
published, a considerable time since, what was called, an 
account of the ‘ Conversion of a Universalist,” named 
* Mr. A.” m this city, which account has been republished 
in Philadelphia, in the shape of a Tract; and whereas the 
publishers of the said conversion have repeatedly been 
called upon for the name and residence of the said “ Mr. 
A.” and no information has been obtained; we, therefore, 
offer a liberal reward, to any person or persons, who shall 
produce the name and residence of the said “ Mr. A.” so 
that he can speak for himself, and prove the truth of the 
said account; until when, we shall pronounce it a fabrica- 
tion and falsehood 

N. B. Numerous and well authenticated accounts, giving 
names and residences, of persons converted from the errors 
of Calvinism, Hopkinsianism, and Arminianism, to the faith 
of Universal Salvation, as preached in the Scriptures, will 
be gratuitously furnished at short notice ; on condition they 
shall he published in the “ Christian Herald:” and the 
favour shull be reciprocated! 





To the Rev. Mr. Frazer, of Westfield (N. J. y 
Rev. Sir—Recently, on board the steam boat At 
ilanta, during her passage from Elizabethtown 
Point, to New-York, in conversation with a Univey. 
salist, you declared, that the original word, ais, 
rendered hell in Luke xvi. 23, was in no instanep 
translated grave! Will you, Sir, condescend to open 
your Greek Testament, and in 1 Cor. xv. 55, reag 
“O adm, where is thy victory?” If you are Si 
rant of the Scriptures, you do wrong to make posi. 
tive assertions relative to their contents. Bur, Sj, 
if you know their contents, you are more culpable; 

still, for denying their testimony ! 

—p—- 
QUERE. 

Why should not ministers, of different sentiments 
exchange, and preach to each other’s congregations? 
Will each one say, My doctrine is the truth, the 
doctrines which others preach are erroneous? 8; 
it so, then why not go and preach the truth to thos 
congregations which are in the habit of hearing 
error? Will each one say, I am_ willing to preach 
truth to other congregations, but am not willing 
have error preached to mine; therefore, [ canno: 
exchange? But, dear brethren, if you have enliztr. 
ened your congregations with the clear lamp of 
truth, you need not feat that darkness will put out 
your light. Univer. Mag, 

—p—. 
ANOTHER CONVERSION. 

We are informed from Albany, (N. Y.) that the 
Rev. Asanet Davis, an Episcopal clergyma, 
and one of the chaplains in the Legislature, has! 
late been led to believe in the “Unity or Goo, 
and in the final holiness and happiness of all max- 
kind ;” in consequence of which, he has resigned 
his place and the duties of the ministry in the Epis- 
copal church. May the Lord strengthen his hands 
and encourage his heart; and speedily open a door 
for his more useful labours. Phil. Uni. Mag 

= 
NOTICE. 
THE MEMBERS OF THE 
EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION 

Are requested to Meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academ: 
No. 63 Chrystie-street, on Tuesday Evening nex’, 
April 15, at seven o’clock, precisely, to take int 
consideration the concerns of the GOSPEL HERALD 
ESTABLISHMENT. 

It is particularly requested that every Membe’ 
By order of the Committee, 

J. BRUSH, Sec’ 

—p>— 

Newton's remarks oa Dr. S.’s excommunication 


Mrs. T. was not in season for the present, but shall appe# 
in our next Number. 


attend. 


SS - 
iF The “ Society for the Investigation and Establisho 
of Gospel Trath,’’ will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy 
Chrystie-street, every Friday Evening, at seven 0 cio® 
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